
EUROPE &  
Religious Freedom  

in the 21st Century 





 Universal Declaration  
of  Human Rights 

Resolution 217 A (III) - 10.12.1948



ARTICLE 18

UDHR

"Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion; this right includes 

freedom to change his religion or belief, and 
freedom, alone or in community with others, 

and, in public or private, to manifest his  
religion or belief in teaching, practice,  

worship and observance."
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State Religions vs. „Sects“
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The European Union’s Guidelines 
on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

Beyond it’s Borders 

Peter Zoehrer

FoRB 
Freedom of Religion or Belief 

 



Dr. Jan Figel 
EU Special Envoy  

on Religious Freedom - FoRB 



THEORY (FoRB)

 In line with universal and 
European human rights 
standards, the EU and its member 
States are committed to 
respecting, protecting and 
promoting freedom of religion or 
belief within their borders (FoRB)



THE PROBLEM:  
Internal & External Coherence

 The European Union is demanding 
Human Rights standards which it fails to 
implement within it’s own borders.  

 Drinking wine and preaching 
water...  

or 
 “Do as I say! Don’t do as I do!”



HUNGARY 2011:  
PM Victor Orban de-registered  

over 200 small Churches



Raids, Interrogations, Detentions 
by the FSB



Raids, Interrogations, Detentions 
  April 20, 2018, Shuya, Ivanovo Region 

  April 19, 2018, Vladivostok 

  April 18, 2018, Polyarny, Murmansk Region 
 

  April 10, 2018, Zaton District, Ufa 

  March 2018, Oryol 
 

  February 7, 2018, Belgorod 

  January 23, 2018, Kemerovo



The Federation of Centres of 
Research and Information on 

Sectarianism (FECRIS)
FECRIS was founded in 1994 by the French anti-sect 

movement GOAL: export the “French anti-sect model” in 
all European countries. 

Alexander  
Dworkin 

Russian Association  
of Centres for Religious  

& Sectarian Studies. 

Vice President of  
FECRIS



Ambassador Jean-Christophe Peaucelle 
Advisor for Religious Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

“France is not hostile to religion. 
France is committed to non-
segmented freedom of religion 
and belief, and ensures the 
protection of universal and 
indivisible human rights.” 

OSCE  
Supplementary Human  

Dimension Meeting (SHDM)  

„Freedom of Religion or Belief for All“ 

June 22-23, 2017, Vienna, AUSTRIA 



 
Friedrich Griess 

7 court-cases for lying,  
defamation & hate-speech 

Fr. president of FECRIS 
fr. president of GSK  

(FECRIS Austria)

Dr. German Müller 
 

Leader of Federal Sect Office 
from1998 until today. 
Fr. manager of GSK &  
assistant of Mr. Griess



Wissen schützt! 

. 
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„Sobald ich die Zusammenhänge 
der Doktrin erkannte, begann 

ich die Pinger davon zu lassen* 
Wären mir bloß früher die Augen 

aufgegangen, hätte ich doch bloß 
| früher darüber aufgeklärt und 
** richtig beraten werden können." 
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EINE INFORMATION DES B U N D ES M I N ISTER I U M S 
FÜR UMWELT, JUGEND UND FAMIL IE 

Blacklist  
of 24 religious  

minority groups 
Published in 1978 

by Ministry of Family  
& the Federal Sect Office  

 
2001/2 government was  

forced to stop distribution



D u e t o p r e s s u r e 
a p p l i e d b y c i v i l 
society formations, 
i.  e. the Forum for 
Religious Freedom 
E u r o p e ( 8 ) , w h o 
q u e s t i o n e d t h e 
ideological motive, 
t h e i n c o h e r e n t 
methodo logy and 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
objective of the GSK, 
public funding of the 
association has been 
put to a halt in 2009

The local government of the City of Vienna has regularly approved the 
subsidization of the GSK from 1992 until 2008, resulting in a total 
funding expense of almost 220,000 EUR

 Subsidies by the City of Vienna to GSK 



Federal Treasury 
severely rebukes  

Federal Sect Office 
for: 

◾ Lack of transparency 
◾ Lack of reporting  
◾ Sloppy financial 

management 
◾ lack of strategy 
◾ In spite of continual 

financing (5000000€) 
decrease of work by 
over 40% (1998-2016) 



There has been a remarkable proliferation of anti-
sect bureaucracies:  

Austria, with a population of 8.4 million has no less 
than 29 anti–sect offices operating in the country. 
Proportionally, this marks an unmatched record in 
Europe and even on a global scale. Including the 
BSS, there are 4 state sponsored sect observation 
offices;  
10 Catholic sect offices;  
7 Protestant sect offices;  
1 private sect office;  
and 7 offices for family counseling with special 
emphasis on “sectarian issues.”

AUSTRIA
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„Each civilization 
should be judged 

by the way it 
treats her 

minorities“ 
 

Mahatma Gandhi                         

Tolerance 
     



Jean Henri 
Dunant  

8. 5. 1828, Geneva 
(Switzerland)  

† 30. 10. 1910, Heiden 
(Switzerland) 

Founder of the  
Red Cross  

 
„We are all 
brothers!“ 

1. Peace-Nobel prize 
1901
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„We have to live 
together as 

brothers & sisters 
or perish together 

as fools“.  
Martin Luther King Jnr. 

Religious Tolerance      



Religious Freedom Advocacy

Please visit the FOREF Blog in English language

www.foref-europe.org



Thank you for   listening!


